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				Train the Next Generation
	Connect New Yorkers to Nature
	Conduct Innovative Research
	Advocate  for Natural Areas


		
	
			Explore NAC

	
				
					
						

						
							The NYC Nature Map

							Experience a birds-eye-view of New York City’s natural areas.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Forests in Cities Network

							Learn how we advance urban forest science and practice across the nation.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Research & Publications

							Dive into our completed studies, reports, and assessments.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							FIRST Tool

							Access a web tool to select climate-adapted species for natural areas restoration.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Understories

							Read our blog for stories and tips to take you further into NYC’s natural areas.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Press & News

							Find the NAC in recent headlines and read our penned op-eds.
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							About the NAC

							Learn how we champion urban natural areas in New York City and across the nation.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Work With Us

							Explore the values that drive our work, and learn about our open positions and internship opportunities.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Our People

							Read about our team of professionals dedicated to the preservation of forests and wetlands.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							2022 Annual Report

							Take a look at our first-ever annual report, celebrating 10 years of the NAC.

							
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Reports & Finances

							Download our most recent financial statements, annual reports, and 990s.
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							Super Steward Trail Maintainer Program

							Bring new vibrancy to your community by stewarding NYC’s trails.

							Learn More
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							Corporate Partnerships

							Engage with our mission through sponsorship and volunteering.
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							Donate Today

							Give back to natural areas with a gift that will help preserve our forests and wetlands.

							Learn More
						
					
				
	
					
						

						
							2024 Night for Nature

							Attend our annual gala benefiting NYC’s natural areas, which will be held on June 25, 2024, at 6:00pm.

							Learn More
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					Back to all research
					Not by Trees Alone: Centering Community in Urban Forestry

					By Lindsay K. Campbell, Erika S. Svendsen, Michelle L. Johnson, Sophie Plitt

				
				
								
			

		
		
		
		
		
			
				
				
					This paper provides a review of literature that seeks to address dimensions of equity in urban greening. It then offers three themes and related, guiding questions that can help advance that work:

	Supporting human capacity and care (investments in people and organizations)
	Community organizing beyond the green silo (intersectional and cross-sectoral approaches)
	Reenvisioning the functions of the urban forest (productive systems and biocultural approaches)


This paper makes specific suggestions that the field of urban forestry draw upon a community forestry ethos as we center the needs, capacities, and priorities of historically marginalized communities at the heart of the work of creating more just, sustainable cities.

Journal: Landscape and Urban Planning

					
					
					
					
											
							
								
								
								
																
									
										
										
											In a nutshell, the resource offers:

											
												Information on how urban forestry can both improve communities or exacerbate existing inequities
	Explanation of how environmental justice and anti-subordination greening concepts can inform our work
	Community forestry approaches that center marginalized communities’ priorities 
	Ideas on how the field can support capacity, organize with community, and re-envision the forest
	Innovations from the field and questions for greening practitioners


										

									
									
																		
								
								
																	
									
										
										
											Urban forestry practitioners who are seeking to deepen their work in diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice (DEIJ) will find: 

											
												A literature review on DEIJ approaches in the field of urban forestry and urban greening 
	A theoretical framework for engaging with equity and justice in urban forestry work
	Cases of community-centered urban forestry work from across the US 
	Inspiration and recommendations for how to center community in urban forestry


										

									
									
																	
							


											
										
					
					
						Author(s): Lindsay K. Campbell, Erika S. Svendsen, Michelle L. Johnson, Sophie Plitt
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				Climate				March 05, 2024
			
			
			Climate Change and Urban Nature

			
				
Opportunities, Solutions, and Risks

With more frequent extreme weather events and higher average temperatures, there is a clear need to address the impacts of climate change. These impacts are especially high risks for urban areas, as these landscapes already experience higher temperatures and risk of flooding due to the large amounts of ...				
			
		
	

	
	
		
					

		
		
			
				Urban Ecology				January 18, 2024
			
			
			Protecting Urban Forested Natural Areas: Strategies for Conservation in Cities

			
				This report summarizes the main threats to one type of urban natural area–forests–and the strategies cities use to minimize or negate these threats. Overall, this report shows that cities use various tactics such as ordinances, zoning, land acquisitions, and federal protections to preserve natural areas. The most successful approaches feature o...				

			
		
	

	
	
		
					

		
		
			
				Climate				January 12, 2024
			
			
			Cooling Cities: Harnessing Natural Areas to Combat Urban Heat

			
				During summer 2022, the Natural Areas Conservancy partnered with 12 cities from the Forests in Cities network to conduct a study focused on quantifying differences in air and surface temperature between types of urban greenspace, with a focus on urban natural areas. As a result of this study, we found that urban natural areas are the coolest class ...				

			
		
	



		
	

		
		
		

	
		
		
			Support our research by giving today

			

			Give Now		
		
		

		
	

	
	

		
		
		
		
		
			
				
				
				Join us in our work to improve natural areas. As a community, we can push for proper funding, care, and management of these spaces, so they continue to provide immeasurable benefits to New York City and beyond.

				
				
				
				
					
  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
  
  
	
	  
	
  

					Subscribe to our newsletter to get the latest news, research, and events.
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